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on the oil, that it is difficult to choose between them.
The essential points in any oiling motion after back-
washing are very similar to those which are essential
for washing.
1.  It must be easy to see, and regulate accurately,
the amount of oil applied in a given time.
2.  The supply must  stop  directly the   machine   is
thrown off, or a pool of oil will form on the sliver.
3.  It must start automatically with the machine.
The brush motion, already described in Chapter II.,
puts on the oil in the most finely divided condition,
but it is difficult to confine the spray to the exact place
where it is required, and a calculable quantity of oil
is lost. Moreover, there is not the same necessity for
fine division here as there is in the washing, because
the sliver goes at once through the rollers and fallers
of the gill-box; these effectively mix the oil with the
wool, and during the time the balls lie stored, prior to
combing, it is easy for the oil to permeate all the fibres.
Many people still use the simple roller revolving in
an oil bath, with a number of scrapers or small conduits
hinged, so that one end can rest on the surface of the
roller and scrape off the oil. As the roller revolves the
oil runs down these conduits and drops from their fine
points on to the wool passing underneath. The amount
applied can easily be regulated by the number of con-
duits which are allowed to rest on the roller, as well
as by the speed at which the roller revolves. The
total quantity used in a day can also be easily measured
by the sight glass in the tank, but as the oil bath is
not always at the same level there is always some
uncertainty about the amount applied in a short period.
Except in the case of very small lots, any slight tem-
porary irregularity can have no permanent effect, for
it is shown elsewhere that there are 64,800 doublings
before the backwash sliver is converted into a top,